
 



 

Would you like  to have your  

beloved remembered? 
 

This week’s Flowers were donated by  

Jim and Laura Urquizu  
In memory of their beloved mother 

†Blana Mazariegos  
 

We invite parishioners to consider 
a gift of flowers for the altar in thanksgiving, memory, 

or in celebration of a loved one or special event. 
To designate the weekend & occasion please call 

 

Carolina Menendez   

(909)987-9312 
 

These intentions will be recognized in the bulletin. 
Minimum cost for 2 medium—$100 

1 large arrangement—$75 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
MONDAY through  

FRIDAY 7:30 am Mass  

SATURDAY 
4:00 PM 

 
1st Saturday Mass 7:30 am  

SUNDAY  
 

7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 am, 1:00 pm (Spanish);  
5:00 pm (Life Teen) 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION  
As Announced in  

the Bulletin  

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  
Every Wednesday from 8 am to 8 pm and 

Every Friday there is 24-Hour Adoration - 8:00 am ending with 
Benediction at 7:45 am Saturday  

In the Adoration Chapel Located at the south end of Parish Hall 

Saturday, January 15 
     7:30 AM People of the Parish 
   
     4:00 PM †Julian Danzo 
  †Gerry & Greta Czarkowski 
Sunday, January 16  
     7:30 AM †Lolina Paalan 
  †Tom & Jeanette Keehan 
     9:00 AM People of the Parish 
  †Victor Taneco 
   11:00 AM †Edmond El Dabe 
  †Rafael & Josefina Reveles 
     1:00 PM †Sebastian Valencia 
  †Jose Alfredo Valencia 
      5:00 PM †Rosalie Hahl 
  †Terry Malady  
Monday, January 17 
      7:30 AM †Blanca Estela Mazariego 
  †Angelo P. Santos 
Tuesday, January 18  
      7:30 AM †Teresa Clarkson 
  †Dolores Reyes 
Wednesday, January 19 
      7:30 AM †Maria de los Angeles Castro  
  Mary Oneil - Happy Birthday 
  Samuel Mathew 
Thursday, January 20 
      7:30 AM †Mike Hein 
  †Eugene Verdugo 
  †Frank & Dona Decoteau 
Friday, January 21 
     7:30 AM  Samuel Mathew 
  †Rose Izquierdo 
   
Saturday, January 22 
     7:30 AM People of the Parish 
   
     4:00 PM †Julian Danzo 
  Mr. & Mrs. Wilbon Junsay 
Sunday, January 23  
     7:30 AM Mark Gamalinda 
  †Jorge Obando 
     9:00 AM †Victor Taneco 
  †Rosalie Hahl 
   11:00 AM People of the Parish 
  Joseph Wright - Healing 
     1:00 PM †Rafael Martinez 
  †Armando Escobar 
  Gilberto Bairez-Huezo—Happy 80th Birthday 
      5:00 PM †Annie Smith 
  †Julia Ortiz Haro  

Mass Schedule & Intentions 

January 16, 2022 

CONFESSIONS 
 

Thursday:  5-7pm / Saturday 8:15am -  9:30 am 

Please open your camera on your 
phone and scan  this QR Code to 
direct you to  the music for this 

weeks  Sunday Masses. 

May they Rest in Peace  
†Frank Bartucca 

†Jeremy Lacy 
†Germaine Perry 

†Phillip Barna 
†Michael Fortune 

†Christopher Lloyd 
†Frank Decoteau 

†Bill Zweifel 
†Destiny Bonilla 
†Andy Ramirez 

†Eugene Verdugo 
†Steven Charette Jr. 

†Laura Sanders 
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Our Parish Financial Corner 
 

Sunday 1-02-2022: 
Envelopes/checks:                                 $  14,686.00 
Plate:                                                      $    1,324.25 
Online Giving 1-02-2022:                     $    6,847.50  
Total for 1-02-2022:                             $ 22,857.75 
 
JPII Repairs online 1-02-2022:              $      430.00  
Total JPII Repairs:                              $      430.00        
                                                   
Total Misc.:                                           $   2,201.14 
 
Christmas:                                              $ 20,060.00 
Christmas online:                                   $   2,198.00 
Total Christmas:                                  $ 22,258.00 
 
Total Solemnity of Mary:                    $  3,515.03 
  
Total Year End Appeal to date:          $ 33,782.00 

Dear Parishioners, 
For your convenience we have provided several 
ways you can send us your offering. 
 
• Safely drop off in the office be-

tween the hours 8:30 am to 4:30 
pm Mon-Thurs., Fri. 9am-12. 

 
• Drop in the mail slot in the Serra Building which 

is checked daily 
 
• Mail in to St. Peter & St. Paul, 9135 Banyan St. 

Alta Loma, 91737 
 
• Online giving via our website stpeterstpaul.com 
 
• Through your bank 
 
Thank you for your continued support of our parish 
and we are so grateful to be back in the pews!   
May God bless you and keep you and your families 
safe. 
 
In Christ’s Service 
Fr. Henry 

Diocesan Development Fund 

Campaign Progress 
Diocese Goal:    $ 99,975.00 
Pledges Made:  $108,459.00 
Gifts Received: $108,289.79 
Donors: 278 
Percent of Goal: 107.82 % 
As of: Jan 4, 2022 4:26PM  
We have exceeded our diocesan goal so now the extra do-

nations come back to the parish!  Thank You for all who 

are completing their pledges!  THANK YOU!! 

Heaven On Earth….Come spend 

some time in the quiet presence of our Lord. 
Bask in the warmth of His love. 

 
 If you would like to sign up for 1 hour,  

contact Karen Hein at (909) 987-9312 ext. 230  



 

January 16, 2022 

Staff/Hours             (909) 980-9423 
Aileen Gamalinda—Coordinator of Catechetical Ministry— ext.231 —  agamalinda@stpeterstpaul.com 

Irma McGaughey— Religious Education Admin. Assist.  — ext. 232— imcgaughey@stpeterstpaul.com 

CFF Office Hours—9 AM - 4:00 PM  Mon - Thurs. 

  Books 1,2,4—Lesson Plans  

  continue on parish website 
 
  Sac Prep—Live-Zoom classes: 
   1/24, Ch2 
    1/31, Ch3 
    2/7,   Virtus Lesson 
    2/9,   Sacrament of Reconciliation  
    2/14 & 2/21, Observed holidays 
    2/28, Ch4 
  

Link to Edge—Lesson Plans continue 

on parish website; 
 2/2 Parent & Child Adoration, XLT   
 6pm at the Church 
 2/7  Venture homework due, page 38 
 

Upcoming Parent Meetings 

 1/27 6:30pm—Reconciliation Mini Retreat  
  
 SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
 Wednesday, 2/9/2022, 5:30pm 

Children’s Faith Formation 
(CFF) Grades 1-5 

https://sacredheartretreathouse.com/ 

https://sacredheartretreathouse.com/ 



 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time       Page 5 

Ignacio Pacheco    
Elaine Rohr  
Juana Vega  

Corrine Williams 
Richard Foss 
Paula Bayer 

Veronica Perez 
Monique Fuentes-Ochoa 

Cynthia Miranda 
Joseph Escoto 

Ryan Clark 
Norma Castellanos  
Paul Michael Garcia  

Martha Gama 
Ernie Ochoa 

Nora Contreras  
Antonio Munar 
Jennifer Ray 

Brandon Brown 
Mary Ramirez 
Maria Topacio  

Monica Camara 
Elvira Garcia Rodriquez 

Olga Ferriola 
Richard Ferriola 
Karla Lombardi  

Juan Carlos Boxler 
Donna Siazon  
Rosa Arrieta  

Jeff Don  

Dear Jesus, divine physician and healer of the sick, we turn to you in this time of illness. Oh 
dearest comforter of the troubled, alleviate our worry and sorrow with your gentle love, and 

grant us the grace and strength to accept this burden. Dear God, we place our worries in your 
hands. We place our sick under your care and humbly ask that you restore your servant to 

health again. Above all, grant us the grace to acknowledge your will and know that whatever 
you do, you do for the love of us. Amen. —Catholic Prayers for All Occasions 

 1/27/2021/ 

 
 

Prayer For Our Sick 
“Please Pray for the Healing of our Family & Friends” 
Please call the parish office, to add a person to the  

prayer list. Due to the many prayer requests, the name will remain on the list 
for 4 weeks.  If additional prayers are needed,  

call to re-submit the name.  
Thank You & May God Bless you. 

Pat York  
Ernie Mena  

Carlos Baldago  
Tito Baldago  

Cecilia Ramirez  
Suzann Medici  

Cecilia Bermudez  
Aurora Torres 

Leslie Gatpayat 
Leanne Powers 
Aurora V. Seli 

Jeffrey Scott Roy 
Rachel Siazon 

Ariel Mirote 
Ann Kelly  

Maria Nicoforos 
Mary Levy 

Liz Gonzalez 
Dolores Hernandez 

Danene Ball 
Tricia Henderson 

Tim Beitler 
Shelly May 

Starr Norwood 
Kathy  James 
Regina Burr  

Teresa Canchola  

Tagalog      Corner 
 
 

Magsasalita ako para lumakas 

ang loob ng Jerusalem. Hindi ako 

tatahimik hanggang hindi niya 

nakakamit ang kaligtasan; hang-

gang sa makita ang kanyang 

tagumpay na parang sulong 

nagliliyab. 

 

For Zion’s sake I will not be 

silent, for Jerusalem’s sake I 

will not be quiet, until her 

vindication shines forth like the 

dawn and her victory like a 

burning torch. 

HOPEFUL,  LOVING,  
MEMORY MINISTRY 

HLMM- “How Love Moves Many” 
 

Please join the Hopeful 
Loving Memory Ministry this coming 
Saturday February 19th @10am, for a 

Spirit filled meeting of sharing and 
uplifting conversation for the caregiv-

ers of a memory impaired loved one.  
 

“Please come to be “Blessed, Heard and Loved.” 

For Info Contact; Deborah Waters (Cell #@ 951/203-

8287)-or Josie Urquizu (home # @ 909/987*7348)  

“Important”-Please leave a return # & brief message when 

you call and we will get back to you asap.   

Thank you & God Bless You!  Our HLMM team; 

Deborah and Josie  

“Protect us, Lord, as we stay 
awake, 

watch over us as we sleep” 
 

Come, Let’s give thanks 

to our Lord 

for having reached 

the end of this day. 
 

Night prayer with Benediction 
 

Every Wednesday at 8pm 

https://www.amazon.com/Catholic-Prayers-Occasions-Jacquelyn-Lindsey-ebook/dp/B06W9L51QB/?linkCode=ogi&tag=womansday_auto-append-20&ascsubtag=%5bartid|10070.g.25224950%5bsrc|%5bch|%5blt|


 

    January 16, 2022 

A Time for Mercy/Rachel's Vineyard Retreat 
for Post-Abortion Healing 

March 11-13 2022 
A safe place to renew, rebuild & redeem hearts 

broken by abortion. Retreats are confidential & non-
judgmental, offered in Catholic tradition open to women & 

men wounded by abortion. All inquiries strictly confidential:  
Dolores 951-325-7702 or email 

RVTemecula@verizon.net 
Early Registration Recommended, Space Limited! 

Web Site: atimeformercy.org 
General Info: www.rachelsvineyard.org 

“Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of 
these my brothers, you did it to me.” 

     -Matthew 25: 31-46  
 

Thank you for your generous participation in St. Peter and 
St. Paul’s ongoing food collection. 

 

 
Non-perishable, currently dated food, may be left at any time 

in the receptacle in front of the Church office. 
+Suggestions:  pop tops, chef Boy ardee, cereal, peanut butter, 

crackers, ramen, granola bars, canned foods etc. 
 

 Your donations are distributed to His Hands in Upland, 
Mary’s Mercy Center in San Bernardino,  

those in need locally and the homeless who call our Helpline 
 
 

If you or someone you know is struggling with utility bills 
or other needs, our helpline is available on 

Most Mondays and Tuesdays  from 8:30 to 3:00 
1-800-716-0646 

Leave a message and your call will be returned. 
Questions: Scott, SVDP President: sandnsky8@gmail.com 

or Sherry, Food Ministry: Busiabaer@outlook.com  
 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul, St. Peter and St. Paul Conference – P.O. Box 8192 – Alta Loma CA 91701 

mailto:RVTemecula@verizon.net
http://atimeformercy.org/
http://www.rachelsvineyard.org
mailto:sandnsky8@gmail.com
mailto:Busiabaer@outlook.com
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Military Ministry Request 
The Military Ministry at St. Peter & St. Paul is seeking anyone interested in being 
part of our team, which will be made up of parishioners who have family mem-
bers actively serving in the military. As well as, those who have a love for our 
military and are dedicated to keeping those who have served in our prayers. 
Activities of this ministry will consist of mailing care packages to military family 
members of our parishioners, support for families that have a loved one serving 
in active duty, coordinating with past and present military families for parish 
events, organizing special Masses and events for the Military holidays and cele-
brations. you are interested in being involved in this ministry, please contact: 
Jonathan & Lynde Peral ta (Jonathan @ 951 -285-0270,                                                              
Lynde @909-938-3243) 

Military Prayer List Please pray for those serving our country 

(PFC) Jacob Beaty 
(AMN) Jacob Beckham 

 (MC) Hadji Cabangcalan 
(MSG) Carlos Carrasco 

(LTC) Jeffry Combalecer  
(PFC) Candace Cordero 
(SGT) Christian Cortez 
(SGT) Kurt Rehnburg  

(SMCCA) Raymund Alvaran 
(E3) Alexander Jimenez   

(PFC) Jacob Rivas  

 (PFC) Christian Lopez 
(SSG) Kamrin Pavlos 
(PO) Matthew Peralta 
(MSG) Victor Sanez 
(SSG) Jordan Stone 

(Specialist) Nathan Taylor 
(Sgt) Riley Villapando 
(SR) Nicole Woodall  

(USMC) Joseph Luzzini  
Daniel Duarte III  

 

Ministry Contact List 
Liturgical Ministries   
Altar Servers  David & Terry DiGuiseppe 730-9067 
Master  of Ceremonies David  DiGuiseppe  730-9067 
Minister’s of  Hospitality Kofi Obeng-aponsah  904-5316 
Eucharistic Ministers Ryan Beck   472-2675 
 

Service Ministries   
A.C.T.S. Missions   Tiffany Wulkopf              565-3348 
Boy Scouts   Marc Cobb                    437-7861 
Catholic 101  Roland Corral   917-6176  
Couple for Christ                  Jon or Rica  818– 804-7188/818– 974-7952  
Cub Scouts /Pack 655 Victor Bernardez   973-9308  
   Luis Navarro   292-6919 
DWS (Divorced, Widowed & Separated Group)              
   Judy Nelson  880-4389 
Filipino Community Min.  Dr. Juanito M. Garlitos OFS (951) 552-3426 
             jmgarlitos6159@gmail.com                    
Grief Support   Andrea Woore   261-3487 
Heart of Mary  (HOM) Teresa Rosales                    (714)883-5177  
Hopeful Loving Memory Ministry  HLMM ♥  
   Deborah Waters           (951)203-8287 
Library Ministry   Parish Office   987-9312 
Marriage Everlasting Lito and Evelyn Hidalgo 605-3951 
Mary’s Table   Elaine Hein          auntielaine1124@aol.com  
Our Charity In Action                 Irene Charrette                    261-9940 

 
Councils/Committees 
Finance Council   Dan Warden   987-9312 
Pastoral Council   Zaki  Mustafa  987-9312 
Hispanic  Coord. Comm. Isaac Mendoza                    (760)694-3553 
 

Prayer Groups  
El Rezo del Santo Rosario  Alejandra Boxler  518-7575 
Current of Grace   Susan Sabahi  987-9312 
Rosary Group   Alice Chavez   987-0812 
Talleras de Oracion y vida        Maria Galvan   560-7178 
                               mlupitagalvan@gmail.com  
Rosary Runners  James Emery  280-1230 
    Tiffany Wulkopf  565-3348 
Eucharistic Adoration Karen Hein          khein@stpeterstpaul.com 

Spiritual Motherhood Sodality  Rose Aytona         rjaytona@hotmail.com 

Ministerio con Pequeñas Comunidades     Raquel Aguilar  803-0301 
 

Support Ministries 
Pastoral Care  Gloria Rivera   987-9312 
Prayer Shawl Ministry Mary Jo Kunkel     731-3313 
Quinceañearas         Sandra Sainz         (626) 587-7556 
Wedding Coordinator  Valerie & Holly  987-9312 
Respect Life   Andrea & Brad Giles    240-6419 
Rosary Making Group  Cay Kim                     980-4248 
Women’s Cancer Supp. Grp.    Judy Nelson     880-4389 
Military Prayer Ministry  Jonathan & Lynde Peralta 938-3243 
Altar Guild  Cheryl Harshman  973-8766 
 

Organizations/Clubs 
Catholic Daughters   Yvette Weilacker                          921-4142 
Cursillo in Christianity  Dennis & Aileen Gamalinda  843-5888 
50+ Plus Club  Betty Farren   987-8826 
Knights of Columbus  Mark Stehle    472-1997 
St. Vincent De Paul Society      Helpline                (800) 716-0646 
World Apostolate 
 of Fatima   Joan Combs   476-2754 

mailto:auntielaine1124@aol.com
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REV. HENRY SSERIISO  
PASTOR  

 

REV. BEN ALFORQUE 
PARIOCHIAL VICAR 

 

DEACON 
RICHARD AHUMADA              

 

DEACON  
JOHN BARNA  

 

DEACON 
LOUIE CHANCO 

 

DEACON 
NEL RABE 

Our Pastoral Clergy / Staff 987-9312 
   

Fr. Henry Sseriiso  Ext. 223 

 hsseriiso@stpeterstpaul.com 

Fr. Ben Alforque  Ext. 303 

balforque@stpeterstpaul.com 

 

Deacon Richard Ahumada Ext. 302 

 rahumada@stpeterstpaul.com 

Deacon John Barna—  john.w.barna1969@gmail.com  

 
Deacon  Louie Chanco—lchanco@sbdiocese.org 

 
Deacon Nel Rabe — nrabe@sbdiocese.org  

 

 
Saint Peter and  Saint Paul Roman Catholic Church  

9135 Banyan Street, Alta Loma, Ca 91737 
909-987-9312  FAX 909-980-9404 

  
 Faith Formation for Children (Grades 1-5) 

Baptism & Marriages (909) 980-9423 
 

School (Preschool - Grade 8)  
(909) 987-7908  

 
         During hours the office is closed, call  

909-477-3362 for Emergencies requiring a priest. 
 

http://www.stpeterstpaul.com   
https://app.flocknote.com/spspaltaloma 

www.facebook.com/spspaltaloma 

 
Our Parish Office Staff 987-9312  

 
Business Manager   Karen Hein       Ext. 230 
Parish Secretary/ Liturgy Assistant  Carolina Menendez       Ext  221 
Life Teen Music Coordinator  Melissa Acosta        Ext. 227 
Coordinator of Catechetical Ministries & Marriage Advocate 
    Aileen Gamalinda        Ext. 231 
Coordinator of Confirmation & Youth Ministries  
    Daniel Manriquez        Ext. 300 
Youth & Young Adult Minister          Maggie Kelledy-Paroski    Ext. 301 
YM Administrative Assistant  Suzy Metzgar        Ext .225 
Music Director   Audrey Donaldson        Ext. 227 
Coordinator of Pastoral Care   Gloria Rivera         Ext. 242 
Director of Adult Faith Formation Jenny Campbell        Ext. 243 
IT (Support Specialist)   Jason Cary 
jcary@stpeterstpaul.com 
Intern    Jonathan Garcia              Ext  304 

 
Regular  Parish Office Hours (909) 987-9312 

 Monday - Thursday  
8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

Friday - 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
 

Children’s Faith Formation & Baptism (909) 980-9423 
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday 9:00 am to 3:00 pm or by 

appointment  Closed Fridays  
 

Baptism & Children’s Faith Formation, Grades 1 – 5 
Please contact us through email so that we may assist you as 

soon as possible 
agamalinda@stpeterstpaul.com 
imcgaughey@stpeterstpauf.com 

 
 Youth Ministry Office 

Mon-Tuesday: 8:30 am - 2:30 pm/  
Wed and Thurs: by phone only  

9:00 am - 2:00 pm Fri - Sun Closed  
*Please contact us through email so we  

may assist you as soon as possible   
mkelledyparoski@stpeterstpaul.com  

dmanriquez@stpeterstpaul.com 

Parish Mission Statement  
We the people of St. Peter and St. Paul Parish, as mem-
bers of the Roman Catholic Church, are a sacramental, 
worshiping community on a journey towards the fulfill-
ment of Christ's Kingdom.  We strive to provide a spir-
itual haven for all people without distinction. We are 
equally committed to the challenges of the gospel mes-
sage. We accept its call to ongoing conversion, the use 
of our gifts for the benefit of our community, and loving 
service to one another.   

Parish School / Preschool through  – 8th grade: 987-7908 
 

Principal – Preschool Director   Kelly Burt   Ext. 235 
Business Manager   Laura Onopa  Ext. 245 
Administrative Assistant   Maria Trujillo Ext. 234 
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mailto:hsseriiso@stpeterstpaul.com
mailto:balforque@stpeterstpaul.com
mailto:balforque@stpeterstpaul.com
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https://app.flocknote.com/spspaltaloma
mailto:agamalinda@stpeterstpaul.com
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Master of Ceremonies Ministry 

Be Part of the Team 
The primary role of the Master of Ceremonies (MC) is to assist in organizing the Mass and directing all liturgical 
movement so it flows with the proper decorum.  This is a vibrant, exciting and rewarding ministry. MC’s 
commit to a minimum of one weekend Mass per month and an occasional meeting or weeknight Mass for 
special celebrations or feast days. MC’s are required to have organizational skills, be able to give and take 
directions and work well with children (Altar Servers). 
 

In our parish the Master of Ceremonies is responsible for the proper and smooth conduct of the various 
liturgical ceremonies such as the Solemn Mass, Triduum observances etc. We train on how to prepare the 
sanctuary and altar, instruct the altar servers in the liturgy, coordinate with the music director, ushers and 
EMHC and others involved in the liturgy. The objective is to relieve the celebrant from having to concern 
himself with the logistics of the ceremony and to allow him to focus on the sacramental aspects of the Mass 
 
David DiGiuseppe is the Master of Ceremonies Ministry coordinator. Our Church is very much in need of both 
Men and Women to join this rewarding ministry. If you are interested in becoming an Emcee, or would like 
more information please contact David DiGiuseppe at daviddigiuseppe@hotmail.com for more information. 

In Matthew 14:22-33, Peter calls out to Jesus who was walking on the water while he sat in the boat, Peter 
then tested Jesus by asking Him to prove it was Him telling Jesus to command him to meet Jesus on the 

water.  But he fell. Why did he fall? Peter became frightened and took his eyes off Jesus. He worried about his 
surroundings. How many of us can relate to losing focus on Jesus, especially during the past year when 

everything seems more difficult because of the pandemic.  
 

COVID-19 has been so challenging for everybody on many different levels, from job duties changing,  
learning environments going remote, job loss, and some dealing with death and illness due to the 

pandemic. There have been added stresses for those who are already in challenging positions, such as some of 
us who are trying to resituate into a new life with the challenges that we went through last year. But we have 

hope that this year we are not going to let our problems sink us, instead we are going to be like Peter telling Jesus, “If that’s you call me to you on 
the water.” So that we can continue to follow God’s plan for each one of us.   

 

Don’t lose Focus! Even though life can occasionally get tough, things can sometimes get hectic, or things don’t seem to be going your way, 
let Him direct your steps; keep Focused!  Just know at times it may seem that just like Peter, we can feel as though we are sinking. But remember 

what Jesus did with Peter, He reached out his hand and pulled Peter up. Peter was no longer sinking, and his feet once again stood firm on the 
surface of the water. This is also our story.  Jesus is always going to be there for us through the most difficult moments of our life even 

when we cannot see or feel him.  We need to remember this is when he is with us the most. 

C A L L   M E   O U T ! 

mailto:daviddigiuseppe@hotmail.com
http://www.stpeterstpaul.com/
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The Baptism of Jesus: Its Message for Us Today 
The Baptism of Jesus is the second moment in the whole event of the Epiphany 
(cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church, 528; Epiphany: Its Meaning and Practice 
Today, SP&SP Parish Bulletin, January 8-9, 2022).   In the New Testament, only 
the Synoptic gospels relate the story of the baptism of Jesus by John the Bap-
tist.  Mark 1:9-11; Matt 3:13-17 and Luke 3:21-22 have stories that are different 

from each other.  John has none. 
Mark 1:9-11 is probably the oldest tradition concerning the baptism of Jesus 

which Matt and Luke adopted.  The voice from heaven, common to all synoptic 
accounts, claimed Jesus as “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well 

pleased”.  This claim from heaven brings back to memory Is 42:1 which says: “Here is my servant whom I uphold, 
my chosen one with whom I am pleased. Upon whom I have put my spirit; he shall bring forth justice to the 

nations.”  This is remarkable: the second birth of Jesus, where his true father is introduced and who claims him to 
be his real son.  In baptism, we receive our new birth as beloved children of our loving God.   

John the Baptist earlier said that Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit (Mark 1:8b) to distinguish his baptism 
from that of Jesus.  John baptized with water (Mark 1:8a).  Matt and Luke, however, would share the same 

tradition of Jesus’ baptism: a baptism with the Holy Spirit and fire (Matt 3:11c; Luke 3:16c).  The baptism of John 
called for repentance and forgiveness, the past of our lives (water that cleanses); the baptism of Jesus cleanses 
AND brings new life, new vigor and judgment as well, the present and future of our lives (Holy Spirit and fire).  In 

baptism, we are renewed as persons and we are called to form this new community of new life, of new vigor and of 
a new sense of judgment.  

In the spirit of Is 42:1, Jesus receives a mission concomitant to the claim that he is God’s beloved son.  This 
identity brings with it the essential and intrinsic element of the mission of justice.  This is the mission of justice, 

God’s justice, that springs from love, God’s way of loving.  Just as the servant of long ago suffered for the cause of 
justice that arose from the loving, compassionate and forgiving God, so too Jesus, the Son and Suffering Servant 
of God, would also suffer and die for the sake of love, for the cause of justice of a merciful and forgiving God.  In 
baptism, we are called to the mission of administering the justice of God, even if we have to suffer and die in the 
process.  Our mission is not to kill the enemy in order to defend ourselves in the name of justice.  That is the Old 
Testament way of carrying out human justice. On the contrary, we are “reborn from above” in the New Testament 

times, with this extraordinary new life that participates in the life of Jesus, Son of God.   
We listen to the voice from heaven.  We listen to the voice of Jesus.  We listen to each other very profoundly from 
the heart, from our loving heart.  Because the voice from heaven is in our hearts too.  Because the voice of Jesus 

is in our hearts too.  Because the Holy Spirit is in our hearts.  If we only open our hearts to the presence of the 
Holy Spirit that gives new life.  To the fire that burns and cleanses and purifies our hearts.  The scene of Jesus 
going into the water and coming out of the water evokes the memory of the Exodus.  In the baptism of Jesus a 

New Exodus is taking place.  A new liberation is happening, more profound than the old one.  The old exodus was 
a liberation from the oppression and injustice of Egypt into the Promised Land flowing with mild and honey.  This 
New Exodus deepens this sense of liberation from oppression and injustice.  This is a new liberation from sin and 
death, the ultimate enemy of life.  Sin brings about death.  Forgiveness of sin brings about resurrection and eternal 

life.  Thus, this New Exodus is a new experience of New Life of New Liberation and Salvation!  We are the New 
Humanity that must live and maintain and develop this New Life of Liberation – Salvation.   

Luke added a new dimension to this New Exodus of Liberation-Salvation.  Jesus was praying when the heaven 
was opened.  Prayer opens up heaven for the suppliants on earth!  Prayer unites heaven and earth.  Prayer raises 
and brings the needs of humanity and creation to heaven; heaven opens up to receive them by sending down the 

Son to the earth!  It is through the Son on earth that the prayer addressed to heaven is fulfilled.  When heaven 
opens to send the Son of God to the earth.  This is only possible because of the Holy Spirit and fire that are the 
gifts to humanity and creation below from the Father and the Son from heaven above.  The action of heaven is 

here on earth! 
This prayer is in function of love.  Jesus prayed to the Father in an encounter of mutual intimacy and love.  A heart 

to heart conversation with each other.  For the sake of the people and creation on earth!  That is why our prayer 
must also be in function of love.  Love of God and love for each other. A disinterested love.  Not love for oneself, 
that one can go to heaven alone because of an imaginary one-to-one relationship with the Father.  An interested 
love. In this second moment of the Epiphany of our Lord, let us rejoice in our baptism in Jesus Christ, in our new 
way of living and loving, in justice and mercy and peace.  Let us pray for each other and take good care of each 

other with the tenderness and suffering of Jesus, with the strength and firmness of the Holy Spirit, with that fire that 
cleanses, purifies and makes us shine.  Behold, God makes all things new! Happy Prosperous and Liberating 

2022 to us all. 

– Fr. Ben, MSC 
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